Top Ten Reasons to Attend the 2012 NYSMSA Middle-Level Conference
Cheektowaga Middle School, October 18-20, 2012
In a time where budgets are tightening everywhere, it’s crucial to build in essential professional development at a very reasonable cost. Here’s where NYSMSA can help.

10. Sound professional development is essential to the growth of our middle school. NYSMSA is the State organization that provides that leadership focused on SED’s Essential Elements of a Standards Focused Middle Level School and Program, and Regulation 100.4. Their conference is their biggest venue, hosting 2000 educators, and it will be in our local area next year. 
9. The conference aligns with the State’s required implementation of the Common Core and the Essential Elements.  Middle school practitioners need to be exposed to best practices and have the opportunity to discuss with other professionals in their discipline and grade levels in order to meet the challenges of RTTT initiatives and SED mandates. 
8. The conference provides a unique networking opportunity with middle-level teachers from across the state, sharing best practices and discussing successes as well as difficulties in each others’ classrooms. It is the ultimate venue to develop interdisciplinary instruction, one of the fundamental building blocks of the Common Core.
7. Key feature presentations will focus on understanding and implementing the required shifts of the Common Core Learning Standards in all content areas, data inquiry at the middle level, RTI implementation, bystander empowerment to create an anti-bullying climate, and so much more. These presentations are focused specifically for supporting teachers of middle-level students. 

6. In addition to feature presentations, over 60 practitioner workshops will be offered throughout the day on Friday, focusing on the best strategies for working with young adolescents from across the state and nation. Teachers come back with strategies to instantly to transform classrooms. 
5. Dr. Harvey Silver, the author of the Thoughtful Education and leader of the Thoughtful Classroom initiative, will be presenting 3 sessions throughout the day. His work is explicitly aligned with the NYS Teaching Standards and our school’s APPR requirements. 
4. The Administrators’ Luncheon Retreat will provide the opportunity to discuss key administrative issues with other middle-level administrators from across the state. 

3. Dr. David Payton, the leader of the Essential Elements: Schools to Watch Program, and several Essential Elements Schools to Watch, such as Pioneer Middle School, will be in attendance. They will be presenting, as well as willing to consult as to how to develop our own program. 
2. The conference is one of the most cost effective forms of professional development. It should be seen as an investment for our middle-level teachers who need all the support as the new tests and standards are focused on the middle grades. The location of the conference in driving distance allows for our entire staff to participate without additional expenses such as lodging accommodations. 

1. It’s good for kids, good for teachers, good for administrators, local, and cost effective.  
Bottom Line: It is a Win-Win.

